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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Richland Disposal Well was operated from 1963 until 1971 
by Texaco, Inc. Texaco was permitted by the Dept. of Mines 
anc Minerals to operate a water injection well to dispose of 
saline solution resulting from oil field pumping and to 
enl-ance pumping of production wells. It appears to this 
author that spent caustic from Texaco's Lawrencevi11e 
refinery was also disposed of, using this well. 

In March of 1971, due to equipment failure, there was a 
release of caustic solution to East Fork Lake which serves 
as a source of supply for Olney's public water district. 
This matter was resolved by Pollution Control Board Order 
#72-98 as attached. In July of 1971, the well was purchased 
by the City of Olney and permanently capped. 

The threat of future releases seems to be removed, but 
potential for persistent contamination still exists. A low 
priority has been assigned to this site due to the age and 
involvement of the municipality in the cleanup. Future 
sanpling should include soils and sediments in the area. 
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